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RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Audit Committee note, and comment as appropriate, on Grant Thornton’s Grant 
Certification Letter for 2014-15. 
 
Summary 
 
Attached to this report is Grant Thornton’s Grant Certification Letter for the year 
ended 31 March 2015.   
 
The letter summarises the key issues arising from the work that Grant Thornton 
carried out on Grant claims and returns at Bristol City Council during 2014-15 under 
the Public Sector Audit Appointments Ltd certification arrangements.  
 
Policy 
 
None affected by this report.  Grant Thornton were the Council’s appointed external 
auditors for 2014-15.  In carrying out their audit and inspection duties they have to 
comply with the relevant statutory requirements.  In particular these are the Audit 
Commission Act 1998, the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 and the Code of 
Audit Practice with regard to audit, and the Local Government Act 1999 with regard 
to best value and inspection. 
 
 
 
Consultation 
 

 Internal: Grant Thornton consulted with the Interim Service Director, 
Finance and senior officers from the Benefits team before finalising the Grant 
Certification Letter. 

 
 External:   None. 
 



1 Introduction 
 
1.1 Grant Thornton is required to certify claims and returns submitted by Bristol 

City Council to central government departments.  This letter summarises the 
work undertaken, and the conclusions from the work.   
 

1.2 They have discussed the report with the the Interim Service Director – 
Finance and senior officers from the Council's benefits team. 

 
1.3 Barrie Morris, the appointed auditor responsible for the City Council’s audit 

for 2014-15 will be attending the Committee, and will be pleased to answer 
Members’ questions. 

 
Other Options Considered 
 
Not applicable. 
 
Risk Assessment 
 
Not as a result of this report. 
 
Equalities Impact Assessment 
 
There are no issues arising from this report. 
 
Legal and Resource Implications 
 
None arising from this report. 
 
Appendices:   
 
Appendix 1:  Grant Thornton’s Grant Certification Letter 2014-15. 
 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO INFORMATION) ACT 1985 
 
Background Papers:  None 
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